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ADVANCED PIANO TECHNOLOGY STUDENTS WORK ON THE FINISH OF A GRAND PIANO.

The mission of North Bennet Street School is to train students

for careers in traditional trades that use hand skills, in concert with

evolving technology, to preserve and advance craft traditions

and to promote greater appreciation of craftsmanship.
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This Annual Report seeks to document this
historic moment for the school. Details of the
extraordinary collaboration among individuals
representing both public and private organizations
are outlined, as are the re ections of faculty and
I am pleased to report North Bennet Street Schg@l members who have spent decades working
enjoyed another successful year. The year wasin the current building. Also included is a special
marked by record high enrollment, the purchasengfik-you to the individuals and foundations that
a new building for the school and the extraordiwide critical nancial support and expand the
support of the extended NBSS community. For §fool's reach into the local, regional and national

rst time since the school was founded in 1881,dR@cational and cultural communities.
school will move to a new facility. The new home
When faculty and sta members who have

on North Street, just ve blocks from the North
L . worked at the school more than ten years were
Bennet Street location, is perfectly suited to the i
sked how the students and neighborhood has

school’s needs and provides 65,000 square fee"f1 . .
. . L changed during their tenure, the responsean <</MClool |
of industrial space. For the rst time in years,

all eight programs will reunite in one facility in
September 2013.

Dear Friends and Alumni,

The purchase of the North Street facility from  schport of the scpand tg thNBSSommunitie10(y a)8
the City of Boston was made possible through the
engagement and e orts of dozens of individuals
and institutions under the leadership, guidance and
support of the school’s Board of Directors.

The school’s long history with
the North End neighborhood
DQG VSHFLAFDOO\ ZLWK WKH -RKQ
Eliot K-8 school was pivotal in
the transaction and resulted
in the transfer of the current
building to the city to be
used to expand the popular
public school.

Both the planning and the logistics of the move
would be impossible without the commitment
and hard work of faculty and sta members who
are tireless in their support of the school and the
students. That enrollment was the highest on
record and employment and graduation rates
remain strong during this transition is a testament
to the sta and faculty members’ focus on the
students’ learning experience and success.







On May 9 2012 NOI’th Bennepon rmation of the vote was received on
1 1
May 14. The con rmation meant that NBSS would

Street School received word be able to stay in the North End and move to a

facility that meets its needs. It marked an historic

that the school’s o er for the oment for the school.
Clty of Boston Surp|us The May decision was the result of several

years of research and planning led by NBSS sta
property on North Street waSmembers and members of the Board of Directors

. . and informed by North End and other civic leaders.
being submitted for a vote
of approval by the Public

Facilities Commission.



Throughout its history, NBSS has evolved to maggtruction in the manual arts. The current principal,
the needs of the communities it serves. The scAeomti Walker Gri th, has been a transformational
has remained a strong and viable institution befaseat the school and a committed partner in

it values its role as a member of a wider commusitgblishing the alliance between the two schools
of public and private institutions committed to and renewing the woodworking program. As the
nurturing individuals and society. The story of NB&8S Eliot K-8 School has grown in popularity, the
is a story of connections, relationships and servieed for room to expand has also grown. Both the
In 2012, the school’s 131st year, new connectiodehn Eliot K-8 School and NBSS are facing similar
formed and relationships begun a century ago tgméce challenges.

on new meaning and relevance. The tight urban fabric of the North End, the

lack of open space to develop and the scarcity

of existing buildings that could be repurposed as
Boston’s North End is known as a proud public schools made the solution to the John Eliot
neighborhood that values its heritage and defends School expansion as challenging as the desire
its unique culture. NBSS has been a signi cant pNBSS to stay in the North End in a facility that
of the neighborhood for 131 years as an educatigtdts needs. Once the possibility of moving
and social service institution. Local residents amnBSS to North Street and using the long-time
business owners praise the school and are protdmie of NBSS to expand the local public school
its heritage. The school won a good-neighbor was explored, it became apparent that it was a
award in 2010 from the North End Waterfront win-win situation for all.
Residents Association.

NEIGHBORHOOD PRIDE

The challenges of moving and renovating

When it was time to look for a new facility, both the current NBSS buildings and the North
staying in the North End was one of the criteria$areet buildings are myriad and the process is
an ideal location. When the North Street propergiesplex and interdependent. The strong working
were being explored, it was discovered that thersitgionship between NBSS and the John Eliot K-8
was occupied by furniture makers in the early 186Rsol and the desire among neighborhood
and that many of the employees of the municipeésidents, business owners, parents of John Eliot
printing plant that most recently operated on th&-8 School students, and city and school
site were likely trained at the successful NBSS department administrators for a successful
vocational training program for printers.

NBSS president Miguel Gomez-lbafez meets
regularly with neighborhood groups to discuss the
move and talk about the school. “As | have become
a more public presence by attending community
meetings,” Miguel notes, “people greet me on the
street and invariably express their support for the
school and the move to North Street. As the project
developed, and especially during the public bidding
phase when no one knew what would happen, |
received universal expressions of support. ‘Good
luck, | hope NBSS gets it’ was a common response.

THE EDUCATION CONNECTION

Key to the success of the move to North Street is
the con uence of needs between NBSS and the
John Eliot K-8 School, the neighborhood public
school. John Eliot K-8 School students rst received
instruction at 39 North Bennet Street in 1883

when students walked the half-block to NBSS for




NBSS THE BROWN ROOF IN

TR, A

outcome have created a can-do culture of € The cooperation and
magnanimity and cooperation. collaboration with
THE VALUE TO THE CITY Miguel and other

In recognition of North Bennet Street School's leaders at North Bennet

125th anniversary of its incorporation, Mayor Thomas
M. Menino declared May 17-23, 2010 North Bennet
Street School Week. The proclamation was made the John Eliot School
in recognition of NBSS’s long history of serving the with the ability to
citizens of Boston and its role in shaping both the

North End and education in the city. Mayor Menino expand enroliment

is well known as a neighborhood mayor, one who and maintain critical
values and celebrates Boston’s rich neighborhoods
and understands the role educational and cultural
institutions play in the vibrancy of the city. programs. North Bennet

Street School provides

art and woodworking

When NBSS began exploring the possibility of a Street School is a gem
move to North Street, both elected city leaders

and appointed city administrators were helpful in

providing the information the school needed to valued neighbor. 7
evaluate the feasibility of the move. Once the public
bidding process was completed and the NBSS bid
was approved, the support for the project was clear.

of an institution and a

TRACI WALKER GRIFFITH, PRINCIPAL,
JOHN ELIOT SCHOOL
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A FIRST YEAR STUDENT
TUNING A PIANO IN THE
TILESTON BUILDING.
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THE FOURTH FLOOR CABINET AND FURNITURE MAKING MACHINE ROOM

david betts

DAVID FIRST CAME TO NBSS AS

A STUDENT IN THE PIANO

DEPARTMENT. HE GRADUATED IN
AND BEGAN TEACHING PART

TIME WITH BILL GARLICK IN THE FALL

OF . HE BECAME HEAD OF THE

PIANO DEPARTMENT IN

Was advanced piano always in this
room on the second oor?

In the 1970s the room was an
auditorium and the piano department
was primarily in the Tileston building.
The piano program grew from 12 to 24

students in the ‘70s and Bill Garlick was

constantly looking for places to

put pianos. Over time, the piano
department acquired two workshops
on the second oor but it was not

until the 1980s, when the after-school
program was moved to the community
center that advanced piano moved to
the current location. The bigger space
made it possible to fully rebuild and
restore grand and upright pianos.

lillian digiorgio

LILLIAN CELEBRATED YEARS WITH
THE SCHOOL IN , SHE STARTED
AS A RECEPTIONIST IN AND HAS
WORKED BOTH AT THE FRONT DESK
AND IN THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE
DURING HER YEARS WITH THE

SCHOOL.

What is your favorite memory ?
Getting to know a new group of
students every year is the highlight

of working here. Because of my role,

| get to know them all. I've seen

hundreds of students come through

the school and it is wonderful to
see them graduate. As for speci c

memories, | remember a Thanksgiving
party that the parents of the preschool

students hosted for NBSS sta in

the late 1980s. | also have a very fond
memory of dancing the jitterbug with
Walter McDonald at a holiday party.

lance patterson

LANCE WAS A STUDENT IN THE
CABINET AND FURNITURE

MAKING PROGRAM WHEN GEORGE
FULLERTON WAS THE INSTRUCTOR
LANCE GRADUATED IN AND
BEGAN TEACHING PART TIME LATER
THAT YEAR.

What will you miss about the

current building?

Most of what | miss is already gone.

| remember when the walls in the rst
semester bench room were painted
to look like drapery. The room was
originally used as George Fullerton’s
work space and at one time there was
also a piano back there. But what |
miss most are some of the people
who worked here — Tim Williams,
Bill Garlick, Dan Haferman, Walter
McDonald and many more. Being

at North Bennet Street School for

SO many years means I've seen lots
of changes. The one constant is the
coming and going of talented and
memorable students.






FOCUS AND CONCENTRATION IN THE JEWELRY MAKING AND REPAIR BENCH ROOM

North Bennet Street School Statement of Activities
For the year ending July 31, 2012

On behalf of the Finance Committee of the Board Contributions, both restricted and unrestricted,

of Directors, | am pleased to present the Treasug&ggeded $5,900,000. The higher than typical
Report for scal year 2012. amount re ects the school’s progress in establishing
the capital campaign to purchase and renovate the

The school had a solid year with revenues o
the North Street buildings.

of $9,739,596 and expenses of $4,317,318. In
comparison to scal year 2011, revenues increasethe Board again expresses its admiration for the
by 110% while expenses rose by 8.33%. school’s administration and faculty in helping to

majntain the school’s nancial stability and plannin
As a result of strong revenue and careful contrgi y P 9

_for the capital campaign and the move to
of expenses, the school added $5,422,278 to its net P paig

o North Street.
assets, bringing the total to $11,720,299.

The budget for school-funded nancial
assistance grew by 20%, which made it
possible for students to bene t from an
increase in the number and size of scholarship%ifsrul:albm
o ered by the school.



REVENUES JuLy 31, 2012 JuLy 31, 2011 YCHANGE
Tuition and fees $3280,025 $3,00874 8.98%
Contributions, gifts and grants 5,917,252 1,01890* 480.30
Project and instrument revenue 2106 105898 98.50
Special events revenue, net of expenses of $21,985,015 (2,222)* -32570
Investment income 69831 76,129 -827
Gain (loss) on investments 184439 354,903 -48.03
Gain (loss) on sale of xed assets (1428) (1,085) 31.61
Insurance reimbursement - 9,986 -100.00
Other 12,40 14,992 -15.02
Store sales, net of cost of sales of $113,334 61,516 50105 22.77
Total Revenues $9,739,596 $4,638270 10998%
EXPENSES

Program expenses $3,06160 $2,851,016 737%
General and administrative 784,111 800,354 -2.03%
Fundraising and development 472,047 334,035* 41.32%
Total Expenses $4,31,818 $3,987405 8.33%
NET ASSETS

Change in net assets $5422,278 $652,865 730.54%
Net assets at beginning of year 6,298,021 5,645,156

Net assets at end of year $11,72@99 $6,298,021 86.09%

33.67%rtuITION &FEES

60.75%CONTRIBUTIONS GIFTSAND GRANTS

2.16% PROJECTAND INSTRUMENTREVENUE
0.05% SPECIALEVENTSREVENUE NET OF EXPENSES
.72% INVESTMENTINCOME

1.89% GAIN (LOSS ON INVESTMENTS

0.13% OTHER

.63% STORESALES NET OF COST OF SALES

70.91%PROGRAM EXPENSES
18.16%GENERALAND ADMINISTRATIVE

10.93%FUNDRAISINGAND DEVELOPMENT
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NBSS SUPPORTERS AT THE ANNUAL EVENING OF TRADITIONAL CRAFT, MAY

CRITICAL
SUPPORT

Running a small hlg her- donors meet students and hear rst-hand how
important the NBSS experience has been for them.

education inStitUtion in 2012 North Bennet Street School alumni are

: R increasingly contributing to NBSS. In 2012, a
IS not easy. The S|Ugg|Sh generous $10,000 grant from the William R.

economy and world-wide Fenoglio Foundation challenged NBSS alumni
by matching alumni gifts dollar for dollar. Alumni

nancial instability make EVE Qylickly rose to meet the challenge and raised a

T , o . fotal of $20,000 in four months.
individual’s decision to invest In

In addition to individuals, grants from foundations

education a di cult one. provide funds to jump-start initiatives and provide

. . o . scholarship support. Foundations whose missions
Keeping tuition in check, providing increasing levels

of scholarship aid and running an extremely e ciefte syccessful Annual Evening

operation are critical. NBSS is fortunate in that it Tl | Craf ised
has increased enrollment, enriched programs agg raditional Craft raised more

enlarged scholarship aid over the past year. Thehan $120,000 for scholarships.
school is running e ciently and has been able,

over the past ve years, to put money in reservesdanate with the mission of North Bennet Street
anticipation of the costs of a new facility. School fund education initiatives, supposft work
force development, invest in the cultural vibrancy
of communities and sustain craft traditions.

The nancial stability and growth are made
possible in part by the generosity of individuals
and foundations. A growing group of committed This year, critical support from several
individual donors and Partners in Craft companieandations provided the funds for the feasibility
provide support through the Annual Fund, the study for the North Street building project and
Annual Evening of Traditional Craft and the Undhe purchase of the buildings from the city. Our
One Roof capital campaign. Individuals and  relationship to like-minded philanthropic individuals
companies donate to the school because they and institutions is invaluable and extends beyond
believe in its mission and, because the school ithe critical nancial support by connecting the
small and nimble, donations provide tangible resctisol to a larger community of civic and
quickly. Through the school’s events and exhibiggltural institutions.

15



LEGACY PATRON ($10,000+)
Bruce & Lynn Dayton
John F. Gifford, jm ‘97, cf ‘01

& Brigid Sullivan
Hettinger Foundation
High Meadows Foundation
Barbara & Amos Hostetter
Charles L. Kline, cf ‘05

& Charlotte Kline
Morgan Palmer

PAULINE AGASSIZ

SHAW SOCIETY

($1,000-$9,999)

Lewis A. Alessandrini

Anchor Capital Advisors, LLC

Henry P. & Jean Becton

Allen H. & Selma W. Berkman
Charitable Trust

James & McKey Berkman, bb ‘11

Jacqueline D. Blombach pc ‘02
& Michael Duca

Phyllis & David Bloom

Braver PC

Brian C. Broderick

Cambridge Trust Company

Ruth O. Carroll

Richard & Betsy Cheek

Daniel S. Cheever, Jr.
& Sue Stasiowski

Citizens Bank

H. Nichols B. Clark






%RRNELQGLQJ 6FKRODUVKLS
Marilyn L., bb ‘88
& James L. Heskett
-HZHOU\ ODNLQJ 6FKRODUVKLS
Edith and Joseph B. Albers
-RVHSK 1HZPDQ 6FKRODUVKLS )XQG

Walter Newman
& Marlene Nienhuis

3DWW\ 0XUSK\ 6FKRODUVKLS )XQG
Lewis J. Surdam
:DOWHU OF'RQDOG 6FKRODUVKLS )XQG

Nina Browne, cf ‘99
Robert S. & Bobo Devens



Theodore C. Landsmark
Catherine C. Lastavica
David W. Lewis, Jr.

David Manley & Nancy Shorter

Deborah L. Mayerson
Paul & Carla McDonough
Caroline Mortimer

& Richard Grubman
Richard & Marie Oedel
David & Elizabeth Powell
Chris Rifkin
Will & Happy Rowe
Arthur & Jeannette Taylor
Edmund C. Toomey
Dick & LiswPdeuckeylor
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Creative box making

Decorative Inlay x2

Decorative painting techniques
Decorative Painting: Trompe L’Oeil
Dovetails

Drafting for Furniture Makers

Elements of Chair Construction



Brian Vogt, pc ‘94
Sarah West, jm ‘97
Paul Whitehead, cf ‘13
Erica Winberry, bb '12

ANNUAL EVENING OF
TRADITIONAL CRAFT
“HOW DO YOU DO THAT?”
DEMONSTRATORS
Matthew Banks, pa ‘12
Juan Pablo Blanco, cf ‘12
Steve Brown, cf ‘90

Paul Crowley, vm ‘03

DJ Dabenigno, Ik ‘05
Kelly Kinser, jm ‘13
Becky Koch, bb ‘12

Eli Rak, pc ‘12

Ryan Fini, vm ‘14

Anna Shepard, bb ‘12
Erica Winberry, bb'12

BOOKBINDING
Heather Emelia Bain *
Nancy Baker

Avery Bazemore
Samuel Feinstein *
Kaori Fitch

Erin Fletcher *

Nancy Virginia Fresella-Lee *
Jeanne Goodman
Henry Hébert *
Katrina Kiapos
Rebecca Lynne Koch *
Elizabeth Roper
Lauren Schott

Kevin Sheby

Anna Shepard *

Erica Lael Winberry *

CABINET & FURNITURE
MAKING

Boyd Allen

Charles L. Ambriano, Jr. *
Christopher Jon Anderson *
David Bedrosian

Ben Blackmar

Nils Berg

Carolyn Bird

Megan Caine *

Nicholas Collins
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BOOKBINDING

Jeffrey Altepeter, bb ‘99
Department Head

Martha Kearsley, bb ‘95

CABINET & FURNITURE

MAKING

Dan Faia, cf ‘94
Department Head

Steve Brown, cf ‘90

Alex Krutsky, cf ‘81

Lance Patterson, cf ‘79

CARPENTRY
Patrick O’Shaughnessy, ca ‘06

JEWELRY MAKING

Rosemary Trainor, jm ‘91
Department Head

Lisa Hunt, jm ‘03

Eva Martin, jm ‘03

LOCKSMITHING

David Troiano
Department Head

Jackson Sheehy, Ik ‘05

PIANO TECHNOLOGY
David Betts, pa ‘72
Department Head
Debbie Cyr, pa ‘93
Christine Lovgren, pa ‘81
Jack Stebbins, pa ‘83

PRESERVATION CARPENTRY

Rich Friberg, pc ‘04

Steven O’Shaughnessy, pc ‘99
Department Head

VIOLIN MAKING & REPAIR
Roman Barnas
Department Head

VIOLIN MAKING & REPAIR
Chris Germain

BOOKBINDING David Polstein, vm ‘89

Mary Patrick Bogan Christopher Reuning
Samuel Ellenport

Doris Freitag

Babette Gehnrich

Paul Parisi

James Reid-Cunningham, bb ‘90

Stuart Walker

Deborah Wender

CARPENTRY

Peter Feinmann, ca ‘83
Kurt Fieldhouse, ca ‘93
Gregory Pomeroy
Arthur Massaro

Barry Mann, pc ‘97

CABINET & FURNITURE
MAKING

Mark Del Guidice

Sean Fisher, cf ‘94

Brian Kelly, cf ‘84

John LaGattuta, cf ‘88
*UHJ 3RUAGR cf'89
William Doub, cf ‘74

JEWELRY MAKING

John F. Gifford, jm ‘97, cf ‘01
Geraldine Kish-Perry, jm ‘00
Barbara Lawrence

Alan Leavitt

Emily Scott, jm ‘07

Daniel Spirer

Bill Verge

LOCKSMITHING
Lewis Alessandrini
John Hobin

Stephen McKinney
Virginia M. Newbury
Michael Samra, Ik ‘87
Jeffrey G. Schwartz

PIANO TECHNOLOGY
George Crawford

Larry Fine, pt ‘76

Don Mannino
Christopher Robinson
Lewis J. Surdam, pa ‘80

PRESERVATION CARPENTRY
Robert A. Adam

William Lewis Barlow, IV

Sara B. Chase

William Finch

Anne Grady

Andrew Ladygo

William McMillen
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