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Concord 
Museum Exhibit 
Opens Year of 
Celebration

The or ig ina l  
paper hasn’t  

y e l l owe d ,  b u t 
behind the glass in 
its frame it is clear that it was once folded 
and put away, perhaps by Pauline Agassiz Shaw 
as she left the State House after the documents 
were signed on April 20, 1885 that formally  
incorporated The North Bennett (sic) Street 
Industrial School. In 2010 that document, and the 
school that it established, will be 125 years old. 
To mark the year, a series of events are planned 
that will highlight the ongoing vitality and vision 
of the school.
 
As the kick off event, North Bennet Street School 
and the Concord Museum have collaborated to 
present an exhibition titled A Dedication to Craft: 
North Bennet Street School @ 125.  
 
The juried exhibition, which opens November 
13, 2009 and runs through March 21, 2010, pres-
ents furniture, jewelry, musical instruments and 
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This fall NBSS 
welcomed mas-
ter calligrapher 
Maryanne 
Grebenstein and 
four calligraphy 
students for 
our first-ever 
Three Month 
Calligraphy 
& Manuscript 

Gilding Workshop, which both the 
school and the instructor have been 
planning for almost two years. In 
the workshop, students learn callig-
raphy, layout and design, manuscript 
gilding, and the use of computers 
and calligraphy. The final project is 
creating a hand-lettered illuminated 
manuscript, which they bind by 
hand with the assistance of our 	
full-time bookbinding instructor, 	
Jeff Altepeter. 	
	
Maryanne Grebenstein is a self-
employed professional calligrapher, 
hand letterer, and graphic designer. 
She is the owner of the Abbey 
Studio in Hingham, MA, established 
in 1982. Maryanne studied at the 
Parsons School of Design, NYC, and 
Hood College in Frederick, MD. She 
is the author of Calligraphy: A Course in 
Hand Lettering.	
	
Maryanne and Jeff will spend about 
a week in each other’s classrooms: 
the full-time bookbinding students 
will learn some calligraphy and 
illumination, and Jeff will teach the 
three month calligraphy students 
some non-adhesive binding tech-
niques for their structures.  North 
Bennet Street School will run the 
calligraphy intensive every other fall, 
alternating with our three month 
bookbinding intensive. 

MartHa KEarslEY, 
a Portland Maine book-
binder, has joined the 
Bookbinding Program this 
September as Assistant 
Instructor.  Martha, who 
is a 1995 graduate of 

North Bennet Street School, has devel-
oped extensive experience in book 
conservation, working as a conserva-
tor for Harvard University’s Weissman 
Preservation Center and the Houghton 
and Baker Libraries, as well as the library 
of Northwestern University.   

Head Instructor Jeff Altepeter noted that 
several well qualified applications were 
received for the position, but Kearsley 
was “the candidate whose skills best 
complemented, rather than reinforced, 
the strengths of the existing program.” 

“Jeff has tremendous technical knowledge 
of fine binding, leather work and finishing,” 
says Kearsley.  “I’m hoping I can add my 
experience in book and paper conservation 
to a program that is already strong.” 

The addition of a part time instructor was 
planned with the recent expansion of the 
Bookbinding Program from 12 to 16 stu-
dents, providing additional instruction for 
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BooKbIndIng

Amanda Nelsen (BB ’07) 
was featufaa 
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CalendarN B S S

North Bennet Street 
School participates in  
a variety of cultural 
festivals throughout 
the year, thanks in part 
to funding from the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council. We are grate-
ful to the Council for 
this ongoing support.

November 6 – 7, 2009
NBSS ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE
North Bennet Street School

November 13, 2009 – March 21, 2010
A DEDICATION TO CRAFT: NBSS@ 125
Concord Museum, Concord, MA

December 11-13, 2009
CRAFT BOSTON HolIdaY
The Cyclorama at Boston Center for the Arts

January 22, 2010
ARTIST TALK WITH  
JEWELER PATTY DAUNIS
Free lecture at NBSS

February 18, 2010
THE OBSOLETE MAN AND THE  
OBSOLETE BOOK? A CONVERSATION  
WITH JEFF PEACHEY 
Free lecture at NBSS

February 27, 2010
HOW TO APPROACH A GALLERY TO  
SELL YOUR WORK
North Bennet Street School

March 2, 2010
WOODEN MOLDING PLANE MAKING  
LECTURE: ARTIST TALK WITH LARRY  
WILLIAMS & DON MCCONNELL
Free lecture at NBSS

March 27, 2010
FOURTH ANNUAL STUDENT  
ALUMNI PARTY
Charles River Museum of Industry, Waltham

March 5 – 27, 2010
FOR NORTH BENNET STREET
Gallery NAGA, 67 Newbury St., Boston

April 9 – 11, 2010
CRAFT BOSTON
Seaport World Trade Center, Boston

April 2010
ANNUAL STUDENT EXHIBITION OF  
STUDENT WORK
Date and location TBD

June 4, 2010
GRADUATION EXERCISES
Old North Church

In late June 2009, the U.S. 
Department of Education 

announced a new repayment plan: 
“Income-based Repayment” (IBR).  
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Visit with instructors and students from:
• Bookbinding 

• Cabinet & Furniture Making 

• Carpentry   
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