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e v e r y  y e a r ,  n b s s  hosts a three-week long exhibit and series of events 
that promotes the appreciation of craft across a variety of disciplines and 
helps ensure a quality education is accessible to all. 

Ushering in the 2016 Annual Celebration of Craft was the Student & Alumni 
Exhibit, which featured work from more than 60 members of the School’s 
talented community. Hand-carved chairs and cabinetry, jewelry in platinum 
and gold, ornate leather-bound books, and a refurbished grand piano were 
just some of the many notable items on display.

Kicking o� the events, on May 17 the School hosted a fun and engaging 
evening that included progressive demonstrations in our program spaces,  
an intimate dinner, and special remarks from students. The following  
week, on May 26, NBSS opened its doors to over a hundred guests for  
a reception. Attendees viewed the magnificent work of the annual Student  
& Alumni Exhibit, mixed and mingled with artisans, and enjoyed drinks  
and conversation with our extended community.

Proceeds from the Annual Celebration of Craft support the School’s  
mission to train students for careers in traditional trades that use hand skills 
in concert with evolving technology. This year, NBSS received $166,875 in 
support, the second highest amount since implementing the events in 2000. 

For more information on making a gift to NBSS, please contact Christine 
Murphy at cmurphy@nbss.edu or 617-227-0155 x170.

Click here for more images of the Annual Celebration of Craft on 
our Facebook page.

ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION  

OF CRAFT

g r e g  p o m e r oy  i s  the President and Founder 
of Pomeroy & Co., Inc., a leading general  
contracting and architectural woodworking  
company located in Boston. Since 1984, the 
company has worked on hundreds of residential 
projects throughout New England, o�ering  
a comprehensive range of services: new  
construction, restoration, design support, millwork 
production and post-construction services.

Pomeroy & Co. focuses on teamwork and 
collaboration with all of their clients. Greg shares, 
“What I love about my job is that I get to work 
with people just as passionate as I, including other 
builders, architects, designers, and colleagues, as 
well as our many wonderful clients.” 

A PARTNER  
IN CRAFT
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Greg first learned of North Bennet Street  
School after moving to the city in the early  
1970’s. He spent his days working on renovation  
carpentry projects, and took night classes at 
Boston Architectural Center, eventually setting 
up his own shop. While working on a renovation  
in the historic South End, he interacted with a 
number of NBSS alumni. Greg is a former  
member of our Committee of Overseers, a  
former program advisor to the Carpentry  
program, and longtime donor to the School. 

Pomeroy & Co. has made their job sites  
available so students could learn more about  
both real world conditions, and the business of  
the building industry. The company has also  
hired a number of alumni and created internship 
opportunities for NBSS students. Jennifer Mello 
PC ’01 manages the Company’s Preconstruction 
and Design Services Department and helped 
design the School’s conference table. Barry  
Mann PC ’97 manages Pomeroy’s Construction 
Services and is a current advisor for the School’s 
Carpentry Program. 

https://www.facebook.com/NBSSBoston/photos/?tab=albums
https://www.facebook.com/NBSSBoston/photos/?tab=albums
http://www.pomeroyco.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NBSSBoston/photos/?tab=albums
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n b s s  i s  u n l i k e  traditional colleges and  
universities on multiple levels, but especially in 
academics: we teach traditional trades and crafts 
at a very high quality, with a defined mission of 
education for employment. Our student body, 
just as unique, is comprised of diverse learners 
with varied backgrounds, levels of experience,  
and challenges. In order to address the many  
ways in which NBSS students learn, our faculty 
utilize a number of approaches, from lectures  
and demonstrations to one-on-one instruction.

Most faculty members are 
comfortable teaching the 
same style in which they 
themselves learn, and so it’s 
extremely valuable for them 
to understand the multiple 
ways in which their students 
comprehend and retain 
information. To this end, 
NBSS has hosted professional 
development seminars on the 
specific tools and approaches 
necessary for di�erentiated 
instruction. In addition, both 
faculty and students utilize questionnaires to 
become more familiar with their own styles  
of teaching and learning. This knowledge has  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Differentiated_instruction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Differentiated_instruction
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Board Updates

MCKEY BERKMAN BB ’11  first joined NBSS 
as a member of the inaugural Three Month 
Bookbinding Intensive class in 2008. She works 
in bookbinding and conservation from her 
bench in the bindery at the Miller Street Studios 
in Somerville. A former attorney, McKey has 
volunteered in the areas of low-income housing, 
homelessness and education. She previously 
served as chair of the boards of Landmark Trust 
USA and the Farm & Wilderness Foundation.  
She also did conservation work on the archives  
at Milton Academy. 

EDWARD S.  COOKE,  JR . is the Charles F. 
Montgomery Professor of American Decorative 
Arts in the Department of the History of Art at 
Yale University, with a focus on American material 
culture and decorative arts. At Yale, Ned teaches 
lecture courses on American decorative arts and 
domestic architecture from the seventeenth  
century to the present, and an introductory 
course on global decorative arts. He also o�ers 
seminars on a variety of topics including material 
culture theory, vernacular architecture, the 
American interior, American furniture, craft and 
design in post-World War II America, and the 
globalization of modern craft. Ned has served 
as Director of the Yale Center for the Study of 
American Art and Material Culture since 1992, 
and was the Chair of the department from  
2000 to 2006.

PEDER JOHNSON  is a partner and portfolio 
manager for the Boston Family O�ce. He joined 
the firm in 2016 after running his own investment 
advisory firm, Roxiticus Partners, for several years. 
Peder was introduced to the wonders of NBSS 
by his friend, mentor, and past business partner 
S. Parkman Shaw. He also serves on the Board 
of the Shaw Fund for Mariners’ Children and is 
Chairman of its investment committee. Peder 
lives in Charlestown, Massachusetts with his  
wife and children.

NBSS MOURNS THE  loss of our great friend, Lisa von Clemm. 

Lisa was a long time NBSS Board member—joining in 1989 and serving 
continuously until 2014. During her tenure Lisa initiated the Annual Evening 
of Craft, now a successful yearly fundraiser for the School. She opened the 
doors to her home in Wellesley for the both first and the tenth anniversary 
events. We are fortunate to have Lisa’s daughter, Stefanie von Clemm, carry 
on the family tradition on our Board of Directors.

Lisa held a special interest in bookbinding, and the School benefited from 
her constant support and encouragement to make our own Bookbinding 
(BB) program the best it could be. She combined her interests in the School 
and the Boston Athenaeum by funding, through the Michael and Louisa 
von Clemm Foundation, a conservation fellowship for a recent BB graduate. 
Akin to a “third year” of the program, this one-of-a-kind experience allows 

new bookbinders to delve more deeply into conservation, and helps further 
their career potential.

In addition, Lisa helped the BB program organize trips to England where 
students had the opportunity to visit suppliers, meet colleagues at industry 
events, and view amazing collections such as that of the Wormsley Library. 
Lisa and her daughter Stefanie graciously hosted BB students and faculty 
this past spring at her home in London, even while Lisa was ill. While there,  
Lisa shared her special collection of fine bindings created by others, a few 
of her favorite bindings collected over her years of work with the Designer 
Bookbinder’s annual competition. Lisa was kind enough to share some of her 
own pieces as well. 

Lisa von Clemm was a devoted supporter, advocate, patron, colleague, and 
friend to all of us at NBSS. She will be missed.

JIM MARSH  began his career upon completing 
studies at Case Western Reserve University in 
Ohio. After designing and building houses on 
Cape Cod for eight years, Jim joined Turner 
Construction Company in the firm’s Boston 
o�ce. He held several key executive positions 
in the construction industry, and later joined 
Columbia Construction Company in 1997, 
becoming a Partner in 2003. As Senior Vice 
President and Chief Operating O�cer, Jim is 
involved with Columbia’s business operations, 
business development and the strategic  
growth and direction. He also serves as  
Principal-in-Charge on select projects, which 
involves preconstruction and construction 
activities, contract negotiations, and ongoing 
client relations. Jim and his wife, Cynthia, live in 
Andover, Massachusetts and have two grown 
children, Alex and Lauren.

CAROLINE MORTIMER is a former Special 
Assistant to the Director (Editor) at the 
Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum and 
also Curatorial Administrator at The Brooklyn 
Museum. She is a calligrapher and amateur book 
binder who currently serves as an Overseer to  
the DeCordova Museum, Overseer to the 
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, Dana  
Farber Trustee to the Hematological Oncology 
Visiting Committee, and former Anniversary 
Gala Dinner Chair for the Friends of Mount 
Auburn Cemetery.

NICK OFFERMAN  was taught to swing a 
hammer and countless other tools by his dad, 
grandfathers, and uncles Dan and Don of Roberts 
Brothers Farms. In theatre school at the University 
of Illinois, he used these skills to begin working 
in the scene shop, under the tutelage of Kenny 
Egan. This paid o� handsomely when Nick began 
his professional theatre career in Chicago, as he 
o�set his meager acting income with building 
scenery and props for large equity theaters. 
After moving to Los Angeles, he opened his own 
modest shop in a warehouse and began collecting 

tools. He soon turned to building decks  
and cabins with his longtime friend Martin 
McClendon. Together, they fell under the  
spell of old-world furniture joinery, and, with 
Marty’s help, Nick opened his shop, where he 
continues to build furniture, small boats, and  
anything else that tickles his fancy. Nick was the 
2015 commencement speaker at NBSS and is  
an enthusiastic advocate for the School.

Although based in Hackney in London for many 
years, STEFANIE VON CLEMM  has strong family 
ties to Boston and North Bennett Street School. 
In her art practice, Stefanie explores the making of 
artist’s books, which began some years ago when 
she took an introductory bookbinding class at 
NBSS. She is a Wellesley alumna and graduate  
of the Massachusetts College of Art and Design.

JOHN ZURICK , a resident of the North End, is 
President of SALT and Executive VP of ASA. 
Formerly COO at Robert F. Kennedy Human 
Rights, he served eight years as the sole strategic 
planning and business consultant, helping to 
guide RFK Human Rights through a period  
of rapid financial growth and programmatic 
expansion. In 1994, John founded his consulting 
firm, ZQI, Inc., through which he has worked  
in close partnership with social sector clients  
on change leadership, board and executive  
leadership development, strategic planning, 
financial management, social enterprise  
initiatives, revenue generation, and hands-on 
operational turnarounds. He directed the $72 
million public/private capital campaign to build 
the first public K-12 performing arts school in 
America, Cincinnati’s Erich Kunzel Center for 
Arts and Education. John began his career as a 
producer of o�-Broadway plays that ran in Boston 
and London. He is the executive producer of the 
full-length documentary film Bill Monroe, Father 
of Bluegrass. He also has served as executive 
director of the Cincinnati Ballet and marketing 
director of the Cincinnati Symphony. He holds an 
M.F.A. from Brandeis University and a B.A. from 
the State University of New York, Brockport.

REMEMBERING A  
DEVOTED FRIEND

Lisa von Clemm, Miguel Gómez-Ibáñez, and Stefanie von Clemm at the NBSS new building opening event in 2014.
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