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This has been a recurring theme of the last year: 

connection. Though we each have different vantage 

points, we join our specialized skills in shared interest, 

trusting that we can build, grow, and reach. 

This was true in the fall, when we joined MassArt  

and SMFA at Tufts in a Radical Jewelry Makeover—

bringing our technical knowledge to the artistic and 

creative approaches of art-students (and heaps of 

jewelry from the community). What started as a tiny 

piece in one’s dresser drawer, ended in remade jewelry  

and new understandings of the environment, and  

our interconnection with mined materials and the 

earth’s resources. 

SARAH TURNER, PRESiDENT

Collaboration between and among our career training 

programs is nothing new. But a rising cohort of students 

is bridging disciplines with dual diplomas. Viet Phan 

and Plamen Jetchev built their skills and confidence in 

locksmithing, and then followed up on their interest to 

learn how to build homes—locks, doors, frames, and all— 

in our Carpentry program. In many ways, they exemplify  

our philosophy of hands, hearts, and minds working in 

concert together.

We also see connections in our 2022 Exhibition:  

Making Matters. Here, a well-tuned string helps to 

perform a symphony. A carefully crafted window will be 

opened and enjoyed over a life-time. A repaired book can 

preserve generations of knowledge. In it, we can look 

closely at these small details and also take a step back, 

marveling at their shared impact. 

On that summer graduation day in June, recognizing  

the work of our students and faculty gave me hope.  

In a world struggling for respect and empathy, it is 

work at a human-scale that will make an impact. As 

you read our stories from the year, I hope you’ll reflect 

on the connections in your own life and work, and how 

these can be meaningful to individual lives, broader 

communities, or our culture as a whole.
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On display through August 26, 2022

Learn more and view the exhibition at nbss.edu/2022exhibition

EXHIBITIONS
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