




Dear friends, 

As we write, we've just started the new year and are in 

deep winter in Boston.  As we settle into the season, 

�#���A����������� ����� ��������������� ���������
��� ���%���
�������
�����������������������������#�
������

to the (warmer) time ahead. At NBSS, the new year is a 

time to reconnect after the holidays, and re-start the 

focused training in our programs.  In all, it's a delightful 

and productive time, one fertile with possibilities for 

the coming year.
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sense of change, and its potential, rings clear. We 

see it in day-to-day events that softly signal new 

directions, and in grand gestures where the outcome is 

intentional. Sometimes it’s tough to tell the difference, 

when the everyday turns somewhat extraordinary.
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our Continuing Education classes, exhibition programs, 
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two-year pause due to the pandemic, we slowly eased 

���
����������� ����� ���������������������������������
��� ���0�
���!�
���%�����'����� �!������� ��

�#�
����������������� �����
���#�������������������
���������
�����!����� ���"������� �����������!����

2022 Exhibition, or a Board member touring a program 
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(and perhaps them too) the act was one of optimism 

and joy, as we moved beyond physical distancing and 

connected once more with our larger community.
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initiatives of our School come together in meaningful 

ways. The list includes our Teacher’s Assistant program 

that will foster mentorship and growth, our Impact 
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and our Strategic Plan which will chart our School’s 

course for the next six years. Built over time, through 

the collaborative efforts of staff, faculty, Board 

members, and others, they were the result of everyday 

actions, and yet hold both promise and meaning for 

those they impact. 

During this past year, as we do each cycle, we also 

said goodbye to those who moved on from NBSS, 

and welcomed new faces to our community as well. 

Beyond the regular (but no less special) changeover 

of our students to alumni, we transitioned roles at 

nearly every level of our School: department heads, 

instructors, program advisors, Board members, and 

more. With strong foundations in place from their 

predecessors, these new team members will bring 
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before them, heads-down and hands-on as always.

These are the extraordinary stories of the everyday 

at our School, and just a few of them are shared on 

the pages that follow. Notably, also shared are the 

�������
�����
�����������������"�����!�
�������������!�����
� �������������
���������!������������������

who help us realize our mission through their support. 
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and their help in expanding our impact, deepening our 
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and the near future, we will continue to build and  

grow our institution and community, bit-by-bit, in 
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continued connection as we forge ahead, together  

in craft and trade.

Sincerely,

 

Sarah Turner, President 

 

Genie Thorndike CF ’16, Board Chair
As we look forward to the next season, a new 
year,  and the near future, we will continue to 
build and grow our institution and communi�, 
bit-by-bit, in steady but profound ways. 
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ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS, she met 

a 19-year-old student to her right and a 

65-year-old student to her left. “The breadth 

of experience was incredible, and the fact 

that we all connected over a common love of 
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year to middle school students in the North 

End through the School’s partnership with 
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During her six years leading the LK program, 
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electronic access systems and practice on  

an Electronic Access Control Training Door. 
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At the School, every program is built on the 

shoulders of talented instructors who came 

before, Claire says. “And each instructor puts 
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Barb, Eddy says one of the most memorable 

was about their experiences as minorities 
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and instructors, and there have not been a 
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differences and the struggles in the industry.  

We connected over that, and I respect her so 

���!����������������� ���v

Following that conversation, Barb put Eddy in 
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and security tech companies who routinely 

visit the School to give students insight into 
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feel technology will be heavily implemented, so 
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he says. 



A Bridge  
from the Classroom  
		     to a Career

Even from its earliest days, North Bennet Street School has 
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serve an ever-changing community. The creation of a Teaching 
Assistant (TA) program is one of the School’s latest innovations, 
developed in response to the urgent need for increased faculty 
and student support during the pandemic.



delve into new teaching tools, such as our video 
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https://nbss.edu/news-events/news-stories/teaching-assistant-program/


	  
		 Perspectives

A DEI WORKING GROUP QUICKLY COALESCED��

made up of NBSS faculty, staff, and Board 
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Cochran Hadden Royston Associates (CHRA), 

came highly recommended by several non-



That initial conversation with Gwen was 
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commitment to DEI and its willingness to do 

https://nbss.edu/about/diversity-equity-inclusion/
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FINANCE, ADMINISTRATION & PROGRAMMING

Financials

Revenues





Acting as a foundation for the 

current planning effort, the School 

implemented two ambitious 

strategic plans in the last decade. 

IN 2012, WE ACQUIRED AND DEVELOPED an 

iconic facility that assured a strong future for our 

mission and programming. By 2019, through the 
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to our endowment, with a great portion of those 

funds ensuring that a career in craft and trade 
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realizing these plans would be more valuable than 

anyone could have imagined in the years to come.

Global phenomena in 2020 precipitated 
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That spring, with the onset of the pandemic,  

NBSS STRATEGIC PLAN

Vision & Goals



FINANCE, ADMINISTRATION & PROGRAMMING

STAFF

Sarah Turner, President

Levi Barrett, Director of Finance

Laura Burns, Associate Director of Learning Design & Technology
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Marc Dreyfus, Director of Facilities & Technology

Claire Fruitman CF ’96, Provost

Melissa Gallin, Director of Institutional Support
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Bryan McGrath, Director, Student Life & Career Services 
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Marcia Michels on, Assistant to the President
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Exhibitions  
& Events

EXHIBITIONS
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	 May 6–August 26, 2022

IN-PERSON EVENTS

Tonewood Sale
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Friends of Carpentry

Friends and Family Meet & Greet

Graduation

VIRTUAL EVENTS

Community Partners

Open House
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Founder’s Day
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Object Study with Miguel Gómez-Ibáñez CF ’99
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North Bennet Street School 

extends our deep gratitude  

to all communi� members 

who generously supported  

the School during our ���� 

�s cal year.

The following donors are recognized for gifts 

and pledges made to NBSS between August 1, 

2021 and July 31, 2022.

Our 
	   Donors
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Visionary  
$100,000+

Bruce & Lynn Dayton

High Meadows Foundation

Mentor  
$50,000–$99,999

William CF ’07 & Corinna Hettinger

Expert  
$25,000–$49,999

Barbara & Amos Hostetter

Michael and Louisa von Clemm 	

	 Foundation, Inc.

Paul Reidt & Kim Manasevit
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Artisan   
$10,000–$24,999
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Bayard Henry, in honor of  
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Anne & Marc Margulies

Caroline Mortimer

Artisan (cont.)  
$10,000–$24,999 

The Morgan Palmer Foundation

Neil & Anna Rasmussen

Anonymous

Cra�sperson  
$5,000–$9,999

David CF ’11 & Holly Ambler

Bob & Bobo Devens

Doe Family Foundation
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Simon Eccles & Carolyn Hitt

�8���������
�����2���������-�
���������������(�(���D�S�M�� 

	 �v���0�����3�
� � �����#���-�
������������

�0���������-���������������0�3���D�S�Q�����)�,���D�J�K�� 

	 & Brigid Sulliv an

�0�����`���-�a�����&�	�/���_�—���&���v���4�
����� � �����=����������

Barbara Halporn, BB ’06

Eric & Melissa Hilfers
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Charles CF ’05 & Charlotte Kline

Michael & Cynthia Malm

Donald Morris & Suzanne Pender
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Thomas & Catherine Piemonte

Steven B. Soppe

Valeria Dean Wolff

Anonymous (3)

Apprentice
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OUR DONORS
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Ellen Kaspern CF ’03, in memory  
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Gary Koeppel & Anastasia Vassos

Impact Scholarship 

Maxwell/Hanrahan Foundation
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Joseph Newman Bookbinding Scholarship

Barbara Halporn BB ’06

Sherelyn Ogden

Lisa von Clemm Bookbinding Scholarship

Walter & Lila Hunnewell

Marilyn L. Heskett Scholarship
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Sanborn Mills Scholarship Fund

F. Colin Cabot

Stanley M. Sherman Memorial Fund
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	 Stanley M. Sherman

Walter McDonald Scholarship Fund
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Walter McDonald

Western Ohio Woodworkers Scholarship
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Gifts to  
Named Funds

The 1881 Society

Natalie Q. Albers

Dorothy Bell PT ’99

Barbara M. Brenzel

Donna Byrd PT ’81
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Dr. Thomas Divilio
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Irving CF ’86 & Shirley Gerber

Louis Giovanella
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Deborah M. Hauser
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Marilyn L. BB ’88 &  
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Elizabeth Ann Hutchins
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The Edith M. Kemp Revocable 	

	 Trust of 2003

Named for the year of our founding, the 1881 Society 
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included NBSS in their estate plans. By supporting 

the School through planned giving, the 1881 Society 

ensures a future for craft and trade education.
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Walter McDonald

Paul & Carla McDonough
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David Nadworny PT ’72
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Selma Ordewer

The Morgan Palmer Foundation

David Popwell

Donna Soodalter-Toman

Steven B. Soppe

Keith Ward PT ’12, PA ’13

Robert Weir & Deborah Krupenia

Deborah Wender
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Anonymous
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Gifts  
In Kind

�-�����������'��������

Barbara Bennet
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Cerica-Ruthman Family 

	 and Mr /Tokinc 
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North Bennet Street School’s mission is 
to train students for careers in traditional 
trades that use hand skills in concert 
with evolving technology, to preserve and 
advance craft traditions, and to promote 
greater appreciation of craftsmanship.
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